(...& SURROUNDS)

WELCOME TO
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CONTENTS
EAT

CULTURE

Fine dining

8

Casual bites

10

Museums & collections 38

Informal evenings

12

The Barbican

40

Street food

14

Get crafty

42

Café culture

16

DRINK

37

PAMPER
Hit the gym

45

Posh pubs

19

For the boys

46

Craft beer & real ale

21

Pamper & preen

48

Post-work tipple

22

Nailed it

49

Treat yourself

50

Cocktails24
Historic taverns

26

PLAY
Try something new

HANDY
Directory53

28

SHOP
Fashion32
Design34

2

St Paul's Cathedral

Transport56
Map58

YOUR
GUIDEBOOK
Take the scenic route home. Go the
long way around. Discover a hidden
gem. Really get to know Smithfield and
surrounds. This little guide will help
you on your way.
Ancient pubs are nestled under low
archways, set back from the bustle
of main roads. The waft of mouthwatering street food hits you at the
most unexpected times as you turn a
corner. Michelin starred eateries rub
shoulders with casual coffee shops
and prestigious cultural hotspots stand
proudly amidst the glass and concrete
of the City.
Use this as a guide, but don’t let
yourself be led. Ultimately, you have
to take your own journey through the
winding streets and cobbled alleys that
make up this unique district.
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EAT
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INSIDER TIP # 1

01
SOSHARU

Corkage drops
to only £5 on
Mondays if you
bring your own
bottle (byob)

Literally meaning ‘to socialise’, this izakaya-style
restaurant (a kind of Japanese gastropub) offers
a range of exquisite small plates, all crafted with
seasonal British ingredients. One of seven London
restaurants started by Jason Atherton since leaving
the employ of Gordon Ramsey, there is no shortage
of highlights on the menu. There’s also a sake
sommelier behind the bar to advise you on what
to enjoy it all with.

FINE
DINING
02

03

OSTERIA

HIX OYSTER & CHOP HOUSE

Not only a bold,
‘ingredient-focused’
restaurant with a
famous wine list, this
establishment on
the second floor of
the Barbican Centre
also doubles up as an
exhibition space for
exciting artists.

Oysters were one of the reasons the Romans came
to Britain and once you’ve sampled them here you’ll
understand why. But it’s not just the oysters and
steaks that make this place so special, the array of
other delectable items on the menu will also impress.
Monday – Friday between 4pm and 6pm is
‘Oyster Happy Hour’; oysters are just £1 each.

8
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HAWKSMOOR

The breakfasts here are infamous.
A plate of Bubble & Squeak with
a Bloody Mary and your Saturday
morning hangover is a thing of the
past. But be sure to come back another
day for dinner – their steaks are at
serious prices, but worth it every time
and come with a choice of sides from
the longest list you’ve ever seen:
everything from ‘Beef Dripping Chips’
to ‘Doddington Caesar’.

04
COMPTOIR GASCON
A spin off from the Michelin
starred Club Gascon on the
other side of Smithfield,
this bistro is a homage to
the cuisine of Gascony.
Duck and fois gras are to be
expected, but other dishes
such as the delightfully
named ‘Piggy Treats’
demonstrate the chef’s
broad skill set. Flickering
candles and cosy corner
tables make for a truly
romantic setting.
9

SMITHS OF SMITHFIELD
A Smithfield institution, Smiths is housed in a fourstorey listed warehouse conversion. The deliciously
meaty menu celebrates its prime spot overlooking
the working market opposite. You can tuck into hearty
British classics at the second-floor brasserie or head
straight up to the top for a fine dining experience with
fantastic views of the City and St Paul’s.

ASUAL BITE

06

07

08

BURGER & LOBSTER

IBERICA

Descriptive names seem
to be increasingly in vogue,
and with just three items
on the menu here it’s a very
literal explanation of what’s
in store.

Seconds from Farringdon
Tube Station, Iberica offers
some of the best tapas
north of the Pyrenees.
Perfect for a cheeky precommute pick me up.
10
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POLPO
Inspired by the typical Venetian ‘bacaro’ (humble
restaurant), Polpo serves up simple food and
good wines in a laidback, buzzy environment. Just
around the corner from Barts Square, this local
favourite is a real hit with the quarter’s after-work
crowd. Don’t feel rushed to get through your
meal though, the best way to truly experience the
ambience is to sit back and relax, taking each course
as it comes.

10
APULIA
Hailing from Puglia in
Italy, owner Vincenzo’s
rasion d’etre is to bring
the food and flavours
of his home region to
London. Delicious dishes
along with their friendly,
attentive service and
reasonable prices.
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MORITO

GRANGER & CO

A younger sibling to
its elder just next door
on Exmouth Market,
Morito is a lighter, more
youthful tapas and
mezze bar. A no booking
policy means there’s
often a queue, but it’s
well worth the wait.

A menu of internationally inspired cuisine
is testament to Aussie chef Bill Granger’s welltravelled background. His flair and passion has
been injected with abundance into the food and
atmosphere meaning a packed crowd at weekends.

Try the ricotta hotcakes & honeycomb butter!

11

INFORMAL
EVENINGS

13
THE GRILL ON THE MARKET
A stone’s throw from Smithfield’s famous meat
market, Grill on the Market is a carnivore’s idea
of heaven. Mouth-watering steaks are the bread
and butter here, but don’t overlook their dessert
menu which is packed full of classics.

INSIDER TIP # 2

14

15

BREAD STREET KITCHEN

THE ARTISAN

A gem amidst the One New Change chains,
Gordon Ramsey’s Bread Street Kitchen offers an
internationally inspired menu, with highlights being
perfectly grilled meat and fish dishes cooked on
the Josper charcoal grill and an excellent weekend
brunch selection.

A well deserved face lift
has made this friendly
and popular gastro pub
even better. A slightly
alternative take on
traditional gastro pub
fare, Artisan serves
British tapas as well as
larger plates.

Weekends at BSK = bottomless Bloody
Marys for £15.

12

16
ST JOHN

Each menu is
posted daily &
based on what
fresh delights
have just been
delivered

The original purveyors of ‘nose to
tail’ cooking. In the true spirit of the
area, every part of the animal is put to
delicious use. St John certainly lives up
to the meaty character of this part of
town – it is Smithfield on a plate.

Most of the wine menu can
be ordered by the bottle to
take home.
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LEATHER LANE MARKET

KIN

One street over from Hatton Garden
and standing proudly in contrast to the
modern pattern of ever encroaching
chains, this centuries old market
traditionally sold ‘bric-a-brac’ of all
sorts – and still does. It also boasts
delicious street food stalls including
the wonderfully named ‘Daddy
Donkey’ – famed for its burritos.

Literally meaning ‘eat’ in Thai and
pronounced more like the ‘gin’ in ‘begin’,
this restaurant on Leather Lane takes
Asian street food to a new level. At its
heart is your classic Thai comfort food
like stir-fired minced pork plates and
chicken katsu curries, but it also dabbles
more than competently in dishes from
neighbouring South East Asian countries.

STREET
18

FOOD
INSIDER TIP # 3
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Ask for the
extra hot sauce
on your burrito
from Luardos
at Whitecross, it
packs a punch

EXMOUTH MARKET
Caravan and Moro dominate
conversations about Exmouth Market –
and rightly so, they are hot spots for
a reason. However, there is so much
more to be discovered here. Flower
shops, edgy cafés, Italian butchers,
quality leather, niche gift shops…
the list goes on and on.
Weekday lunchtimes see pop up
food stalls serving delicious fayre.

14

WHITECROSS MARKET
A welcoming haven for street
food fanatics, Thursday and Friday
lunchtimes see Whitecross Street
awash with hungry local workers on
the hunt for burritos, Thai curries and
French crepes. It’s actually one of
the oldest markets in London dating
back to the 17th century and has a very
special place in the hearts of many
Londoners. It even has its own annual
summer street party.

15

24
DEPARTMENT OF COFFEE
& SOCIAL AFFAIRS

CAFE
CULTURE
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LOOK MUM NO HANDS

PRUFROCK

Coffee. Cycling. Beer. If, like many, these are your
three favourite things in the world then this is the
place for you. Book your bike in for a checkup, sit
back with a coffee or beer and relax.

Despite being in the
Premier League of London
coffee shops, Prufrock is
blissfully relaxed. It also
offers intense coffee
training courses to turn
you into an expert barista
in no time.

A whole workshop exists below the café,
with 5 full time bike mechanics toiling away.

Despite its chillingly Orwellian
sounding name, don’t be perturbed.
Warm and welcoming, this is ‘classic
London coffee shop’ at its absolute
best. If you feel inspired to learn to
make coffee as well as they do, they
even hold regular ‘coffee school’
classes to help you achieve your dream.

25
FIX COFFEE
If you want a brief respite from the
push and pace of Whitecross Street
market, this is by far your best option.
Their Spotify playlist may be full
of songs and artists you’ve never
heard of but this only adds to their
unquestionably cool, relaxed vibe.

23
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CLERKENWELL GRIND

ASK FOR JANICE

The latest offering
from the Grind crew,
Clerkenwell is the
grown up sibling to
the Shoreditch Grind
original. Sleek decor and
a great menu put their
newest outpost on a
whole new level.

Disappointingly, no Janice to speak of.
But this is where the disappointment
ends. The brunch offering is excellent
and it’s also a great spot for drinks
with a variety of craft beer and
almost 50 different gins behind their
secret basement bar. Intentionally
understated and a touch rough around
the edges, it’s a diamond for sure.
16

LONDON
WAKES UP
TO COFFEE
We’re always reading about
the growing popularity of
coffee in a city traditionally
gripped by tea culture,
however London’s
relationship with coffee
goes back much further
than we think.
Britain’s first coffee shop
opened in 1650, and by the
1700s there were around
3,000 coffee houses
crammed into London’s
bustling streets. Such
establishments quickly
gained a reputation for
being hotbeds of dissent
and disaffection – so much
so that King Charles II
attempted to ban them.
However, due to their
enormous popularity his
pleas fell on deaf ears.

FOX & ANCHOR
‘The Fox’s Den’ at the back of this former gin joint
harks back to the Victorian fashion of intimate
‘snugs’ for both drinking and dining – a rarity in
the world of today’s more open plan drinking
establishments. It is also a highly regarded hotel
with six cosy Victorian rooms, but don’t check in
at the bar, the hotel’s reception is 50 yards down
the road at Malmaison Hotel.

POSH
PUBS

27
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THE OLD RED COW

DRINK

It would be easy to see
this quaint, handsome
pub as a brief watering
hole to stop at before
heading on to one of
Smithfield’s many famous
restaurants. But don’t
leave too readily – their
Sunday Roasts are some
of the area’s best.

29
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THE HAND & SHEARS

ST BARTS BREWERY

This charming pub is
considered a well-kept
secret by many of its
regulars. Supposedly the
phrase ‘on the wagon’
originated here, as it
was where men about to
be hanged were brought
for their last drink.

Despite the notoriously fierce competition for
restaurants and pubs in Smithfield, this place has
thrived. It’s serious about both food and drink and
also loyal to its locale, with all meat coming straight
from Smithfield Market. Regular live music events
are the icing on the cake.
Take an evening cocktail & canapés pairing class.
19

THE EAGLE
Legend has it that this striking pub in Clerkenwell
was Britain’s first ever gastropub, single-handedly
revolutionising pub food forever – quite an
achievement. With no need to change a winning
formula they're still going strong today.
Arrive early or come late and be prepared to share
tables when it gets busy.

32
THREE KINGS
Whether it’s true or not
that this pub’s name
refers to Elvis, Henry
VIII and King Kong, you
won’t regret stopping by.
It strikes a good balance
between catering for
trendy creatives and
loyal regulars alike – an
increasingly rare attribute.

33
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THE WELL

THE DOVETAIL

Tucked away in the streets
that wind up towards
Angel, The Well is a hidden
gem. Families celebrating
birthdays sit side by side
with couples chatting
across the table between
flickering candles, all
enjoying first class pub grub.

Get the team out of the office and down to the
Dovetail for one of their private tutored beer
tastings. Sister to The Dove in Broadway Market,
it similarly prides itself on its fine Belgian beers
which the staff can expertly help you to pair with
your food. A Belgium influence can also be found
in the food, with Antwerp Fish Stew and Meatballs
de Liege on the menu.

20

CRAFT BEER
& REAL ALES

31

INSIDER TIP # 4

Craft Beer Co.
has 37 beers on
draught & 300
bottles in the
fridges...you’re
sorted
35

CRAFT BEER CO.

With 16 pumps set aside for fresh,
quality ale, this is a beer-lover’s
paradise. Until May 2014, it held
the mantle for being the pub with
the most beer taps in the UK.
As if all these taps weren’t enough,
they have a further 300+ bottles
in the fridge to cap it all off.

21
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THE CROWN TAVERN

THE RISING SUN

Retrace the steps of
Lenin and Stalin and take
a seat in this iconic pub,
perfectly placed on the
corner of Clerkenwell
Green. Once a renowned
concert hall, it is spacious
and bright without
compromising its original
features and cosy corners.

Hidden away on Cloth Fair, The Rising Sun has
managed to evade modernisation and retain its
archaic, traditional character. Smart and classy, with an
unmistakably Victorian interior and great Sam Smith
ales, the pub attracts a whole range of punters, from
suits to students. Back from the dead after closure
in 1973 it has thrived ever since. If you’re looking for
a couple of pints to wind down with at the end of
a long day, this is the watering hole for you.

A POST-WORK
TIPPLE (OR TWO)
37
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THE BISHOPS FINGER

THE GUNMAKERS

THE GREEN

If you’re looking for a
traditional pub in the
heart of Smithfield, The
Bishops Finger is it.
Owned by Britain’s oldest
brewer, Shepherd Neame,
be sure to sample one of
their excellent selection
of over 40 ales and lagers.

Calling all Tegestologists. . . a.k.a beer mat collectors.
The wall of this tiny pub on Eyre Street Hill is literally
covered in them. As they say clearly and plainly on
their website, they do ‘good food, good booze, good
music, good vibe’ – and that’s just about all you need.

For a relaxed, fun and
friendly pub amidst the
bustling streets around
Farringdon Station, look
no further. This Victorian
pub seems to have been
crafted with the ‘postwork pint’ in mind.

Try the ‘Ian Beale’: a beer-battered cod fillet
served in a bun with house tartar and rocket.
22
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SEARCY’S AT OSTERIA

THE ZETTER TOWNHOUSE

Everyone has a favourite cocktail –
their ‘go-to’ aperitif to kick-start an
evening. You’d be hard-pressed not
to find yours here at Searcy’s Barbican
Centre cocktail bar and restaurant, with
seven varieties of Negroni alone. If you
can, try and get a window seat – the
views really are worth stopping by for.

An ‘eccentric aunt’ to the Zetter Hotel
just across the square, this quirky cocktail
bar and restaurant is a wonderfully
peculiar, only-in-London experience
designed with exquisite attention to
detail from top to bottom. It’s filled
with colourful curiosities, vintage
furniture and leisurely pursuits such
as ping pong. Dapper bartenders are
poised to mix you something intriguing
and surprisingly potent.

COCK TAILs
43
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ORIOLE BAR

VINOTECA

MADISON

Brought to you by the team behind
‘The Nightjar’ in Old Street, this
visually stunning bar with a high-end
speakeasy feel doesn’t disappoint. Each
cocktail is a work of art in itself, with
some, such as the Pernambuco, taking
mixology to the absolute extreme.

First established in Farringdon in
2005, Vinoteca has since expanded
to other venues all across the capital –
a testament to its success. Inspired by
the wine bars of Spain and Italy, you’re
sure to find a bottle of even the most
obscure wine to partner with your
dish. It’s easy to feel like you’ve been
transported to the winding backstreets
of Barcelona or Valencia, even when
it is dark and drizzling outside.

Looking out through the sloping glass
windows of One New Change straight
onto the majestic cupola of St Paul’s,
you can’t ask for a better view to
accompany your evening drinks.
Sink into one of the welcoming leather
sofas and while away a couple of wellearned hours. Though out of towners
do inevitably flock here, it’s arguably
one of the best rooftop bars within
the Square Mile.

42

Get a table – make reservations
up to three months in advance.

24
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HISTORIC
TAVERNS
46
THE JERUSALEM TAVERN
For a cosy, friendly but lively local,
look no further than this charming
tavern. It has quenched the thirst of
punters with its quality ales for over
300 years and has boasted regulars
such as William Hogarth, Samuel
Johnson and even young George
Frideric Handel. So well established,
a quart bottle in these parts used to
be known as a ‘Jerusalem’, named after
this very tavern. You’ll want to get here
early to nab a table if you can.

47
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THE WILMINGTON

YE OLD MITRE

After a gruelling refurb,
this listed 19th Century
former music venue has
been transformed into
the perfect respite for
drinking and dining. Sit
beneath the reinstated
glass atrium and watch
all the action happen in
the open kitchen as your
meal is being prepared.

Undoubtedly one of the most unusual pubs you’re
likely to find in the area, the wooden walls and
floors and cobbled courtyard littered with barrels
make you feel as if you’ve travelled through time.
Curiously, it’s also the only pub with a cherry tree
inside it. Legend has it that Queen Elizabeth I
once danced around it.

PLAY

Often touted as the hardest pub to find, it can
only be reached via a near invisible passage.

26
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KARAOKE BOX
Whether you want to rock out to
some 80s classics or sing along to
the boyband ballads with like-minded
mates, this place has just about every
track you could ask for to sing along to.

FAMOUS MOVIES
FILMED IN THE AREA...

TIME TO TRY
SOMETHING
DIFFERENT
49
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URBAN GOLF

BOUNCE

No longer need you trek out to the
country to practise your drive. This
golf simulator and state-of-the-art
indoor facility can help you work on
your swing and lower your handicap
regardless of ability. The advanced
technology allows you to try your
hand at more than 60 championship
courses from all over the world in
one place.

Combining adrenaline-fuelled
gladiatorial table tennis bouts with
food and drink, Bounce is on to a
winner. There’ll need to be a minimum
of six of you to make a booking after
6pm Monday-Saturday, but smaller
groups are still free to book before
6pm or all day Sunday. After 9pm
they turn on the UV lighting. Let
the games begin!
28

FOUR WEDDINGS AND
A FUNERAL (1994)
Directed by Mike Newell.
Starring Hugh Grant and Andie
MacDowell.
SNATCH (2000)
Directed by Guy Ritchie
Starring Brad Pitt, Alan Ford
and Jason Statham.

52
BARBICAN CINEMA
Showing all the latest blockbusters
as well as lesser known arthouse indie
hits, the Barbican makes full use of
its three screens by showing a whole
range of films – many of which often
tie into the art or music events
happening elsewhere in the complex.

THE BOURNE
ULTIMATUM (2007 )
Directed by Paul Greengrass.
Starring Matt Damon
and Julia Stiles.
SHERLOCK HOLMES (2009)
Directed by Guy Ritchie.
Starring Robert Downey Jr.
and Jude Law.

INSIDER TIP # 5

53
SADLER'S WELLS

Many shows
offer classes
straight after
– so learn that
tango you’ve
just watched

Originally built over 350 years ago,
Sadler’s Wells is now a global leader
in contemporary dance. With two
other theatres in London, this one on
Roseberry Avenue is the company’s
spiritual home. Whether tango takes
your fancy, or hip hop is more your thing,
there is a rich variety of performances in
their calendar. Don’t miss out.

SHOP

A series of talks, classes and
exhibitions run alongside shows.
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SUSANNAH HALL

ONE NEW CHANGE

Susannah calls it her
‘Aladdin’s cave’. Venture
in and you’re greeted
by gems and wonders
not of the Arabian
Nights kind, but instead
of tweed waistcoats and
jackets in every colour
you can imagine.

Self-branded as the place to ‘Play in the City’,
it holds the mantle of the only large shopping centre
in Central London – boasting high end restaurants,
bars and breath-taking views over the historic
St Paul’s Cathedral next door. It’s also architecturally
impressive, designed by the acclaimed Pritzker
Prize winner Jean Nouvel who has been critically
acclaimed for his recognisable buildings all over
the world.

FASH ION
32

56

57

LONDON ROCKS

LEADENHALL MARKET

Encouraging you to
#wearyourstory, this
beloved little jeweller
gives you the chance to
see behind the scenes, and
to meet the practitioners
of this ancient art as they
guide you through the
process of creating your
hand-crafted masterpiece.

Originally specialising in meat, game and poultry,
a market has stood on this spot on Gracechurch
Street since the 14th century. Nowadays,
cheesemongers and florists predominate, but it
still holds on to its Victorian character. Vibrant
reds and yellows dominate the walls and ceiling
of the covered space, where City workers in pin
striped suits mill around searching for a bite to
eat before returning to the office.
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ESIG

58
VITRA SHOWROOM
Vitra’s Clerkenwell showroom is a masterclass
in cutting edge interior design and furniture.
This Swiss family-owned company offers beautiful
interior solutions for home, work and play.

61

INSIDER TIP # 6
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MOSA.

MAGMA

If you’re a true ‘tilephile’
you’ll be bouncing off
the walls in Mosa’s
flagship store on St
John Street. Offering
consultations catering
to architects and private
clients alike, their
expertise is unrivalled.

Every designer’s
favourite book store,
specialising in all things
art and design, Magma
has successfully stuck
to its original principle
stocking independent,
quirky, clever and welldesigned products
(not just books).

34

DOMUS SHOWROOM

Over 100,000 sq
metres of tiles
and mosaics,
are available
for next
day deliverY

In amongst the concentration of
creative studios and interior designers
in Clerkenwell’s ‘creative quarter’,
Domus is most at home. Specialising
in all things tile, mosaics, stone and
wood related, they are the vendor of
choice for many of the Capital's top
designers.

Private clients have same access
as trade, get inspired & creative.
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INSIDER TIP # 7

62
ST PAUL’S CATHEDRAL

The Christmas
carol services are
magical & free
to attend... but
make sure to
book in June!

This prestigious landmark needs
no introduction. Built in 604 AD,
the original structure stood until
The Great Fire of London rendered
it damaged beyond repair in 1666.
This then heralded the construction
of the modern building we are all
familiar with today. Though it no
longer dominates the city’s skyline,
it still rules the hearts of many
Londoners who consistently vote
it as their favourite building.

CULTURE
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The gatehouse and
secret gardens are
available to hire
for private events
63

MUSEUM OF THE
ORDER OF ST JOHN

Located on St John Street, this
hidden museum was once the London
headquarters of the Knights of St John.
Though easy to miss, it is well worth a
visit – staffed by eager and impressively
knowledgeable volunteers.
Don’t forget to also take a peek at the
crypt concealed underneath the Priory
Church 100 yards up the road within
St John’s Square.

38

MUSEUMS
& COLLECTIONS

INSIDER TIP # 8

64
MUSEUM OF LONDON
More than just a collection of artefacts,
names and dates, the museum has a
quick turnaround of various exhibitions
covering everything from the effect
of the Great Fire to a more sobering
look at the social and working history
of the capital. What’s more, organised
talks, walks and free events encourage
modern Londoners to engage with
their city’s past like never before.

Set to move to Smithfield by 2021,
the Museum of London has become
an institution since it opened in the
70s. Taking you on a chronological
journey through the history of one
of the world’s most historically
fascinating cities, it makes London’s
unique story accessible to all.

65
ST BRIDE FOUNDATION
In the 1890s printing and publishing was to Fleet Street
what sand is to the Sahara. This history is celebrated
and revealed through the expansive library at the heart
of the St Bride Foundation, with books on everything
from printing technique to the art of calligraphy. The
building also plays host to a whole range of events
including wedding receptions and performances at
the affiliated Bridewell Theatre next door.
39

Its impressive brutalist architecture
from architects Chamberlain, Powell
and Bon has made it a 'love it or loathe
it' landmark. Although it underwent
refurbishment in 2005 and 2006, it
retained its unique feel and character.
The Barbican now welcomes over 1.77
million visitors through its doors every
year and remains one of the area’s
main attractions.

GRABBING A
BITE AT THE
BARBICAN...
OSTERIA
Previously the Gin Joint,
Osteria (meaning ‘tavern’)
is a charming, characterful
Italian with big flavour.
BENUGO

THE MANY
FACES OF THE
BARBICAN
66

THE BARBICAN CENTRE
The city’s great gift to the nation,
according to Henry Wrong CBE on its
opening in 1982, the Barbican Centre
is still Europe’s largest arts centre
under one roof. Offering a diverse
range of theatre, art, music, dance, film
and creative learning events, as well as
being the proud home of the London
Symphony Orchestra, the centre is
undoubtedly the cultural powerhouse
of the area.

Working with artists from 51 countries,
hosting some of the fastest selling
shows in UK theatre history and
putting on touring exhibitions visited
by 800,000 people across the world,
there’s nowhere that even comes
close to this cultural powerhouse’s
prominence on both a domestic and
international scale.

40

Perfect for a quick snack,
it’s also a great place to grab
a drink before diving into
the cinema for that much
anticipated showing.
BONFIRE
Mouth-watering burgers and
succulent steaks straight off
the grill make this a winner
for any carnivore.
BARBICAN KITCHEN
Delicious pizzas, pasties and
pork chops make this ground
floor restaurant child-friendly.

& A TIPPLE
MARTINI BAR
Originally opened for those
visiting the ‘Designing 007’
exhibition back in 2012,
it has been shaking and
stirring ever since.

68
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CRAFT CENTRAL

THE GOLDSMITHS’ CENTRE

Occupying two historic buildings
on Clerkenwell Road, Craft Central
nurtures creative talent and business.
It’s a vibrant community of crafts
people and designer-makers
including jewellers, goldsmiths,
silversmiths, theatrical costumiers,
engravers, ceramicists, musical
instrument makers and designers
of fashion, textiles, graphics and
many more.

Tucked behind Farringdon Station, the
Goldsmiths’ Centre is a community
supporting the area’s 700-year tradition in
jewellery and silversmithing. Housed in a
former Victorian school, it’s a hub within
which to train, work and discover, with 23
workspaces for businesses, studios for
learning, a gallery space and a café.
Learn to make your own bespoke
jewellery on a short course.

Get Crafty
70

CLERKENWELL DESIGN WEEK

FRAMELESS GALLERY

In May 2016 this famous design festival
marked its eighth consecutive year,
attracting almost 35,000 attendees.
Despite its ever increasing popularity,
it has held on to its intimacy. It’s this,
combined with its location, boasting
some of London’s best architects and
creative businesses, that makes it so
unique. Fun, inspiring, and cultural, it’s
also an opportunity to do business
– a rare chance for smaller design
companies to showcase their work to
the world.

Propelled into the
limelight in 2011
with their exhibition
'Breakfast in Tehran',
Frameless have been at
the cutting edge ever
since, displaying work
from emerging and
established artists from
all over the world.
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HIT THE GYM

PAMPER
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INSIDER TIP # 9

71
VIRGIN ACTIVE CLASSIC
AT 200 ALDERSGATE

The members
lounge serves
up free Costa
coffee to
members – grab
a cappuccino!

Not to be confused with their standard
range of gyms, the ‘Classic’ clubs
are Virgin Active’s premium gyms
and 200 Aldersgate is one of their
flagship locations. The state of the art
equipment, magnificent pool and range
of classes from ‘Clubbercise’ to ‘AntiGravity Yoga’ mean you really make the
most of your membership. Even the
most reluctant of gym goers will be
encouraged by this impressive facility.
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WHITES OF WHITECROSS

GUN CLUB

“Tea or coffee while you wait?”
Music to the ears of any gent on
the lookout for a haircut with great
service. Cool, vintage interior décor
sums up Whites’ look and feel
in a nutshell, and it even comes
complete with vinyl records on
turntables which provide the
musical backdrop to your short
back and sides.

Nestled above an 18th Century pub in
the heart of Clerkenwell, up a crooked
hidden staircase, resides this elegantly
styled hair studio. Exposed brick and
hanging industrial lightbulbs give the
space a cool edge to its personality.
This is further echoed by the proprietor
who is not afraid of mixing a stiff drink
to welcome you into his sanctuary.

FOR THE

Stylist and owner Tim aims to create a
‘home away from home,’ where people
come to ‘have a chat and relax.’ Neon
signage, plenty of plants and an odd
abundance of big cat models certainly
make you feel strangely at home, and
the conversation comes flowing the
moment you’re in the hot seat.

BOYS...

73
BARBER STREISSAND
Claiming to offer an ‘invigorating
alternative to typical barber cuts’,
these pun-loving stylists don’t
disappoint. The only barbers in
London (and probably the world) with
a manifesto and a ‘no holiday chat’
policy, this quirky bunch of coiffuring
hair clippers certainly aren’t your
average team of barbers.
Fancy a G&T? Barber Streissand
is a BYOB hairdresser; bring
along the tipple of your choice.
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PAMPER & PREEN

75
THE KLINIK
If you’re after innovative ways to set your hair
apart from the crowd The Klinik can be of assistance.
With sublime scissor skills and expert advice to help
you decide on your new style, their experienced
team have built up a solid stream of regulars since
they opened in 1998. Friendly and reasonably priced,
they’re definitely one to try.

NAILED IT
77
HULA NAILS

76
MacCARTHY
Sitting pretty on historic St John Street, MacCarthy
is easy to miss with its large, though understated
façade. This is where the muted feel stops however.
Swanky, deep red sofas, large granite slab flooring
and exposed brick walls lend the salon a stylish,
European charm. Offering cuts, drys, finishes, nails
and facials, they do the full works. Get booking.
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INSIDER TIP # 10

Say Aloha to Hula Nails – a nail
salon where tropical meets boudoir
and Hawaiian cocktails are not just
encouraged, but obligatory. There is
an air of being backstage at a burlesque
show when you walk in, what with the
feathery fans and plush velvet sofas,
but there’s no singing and dancing.
Since it opened in 2012 they’ve been
so busy they scarcely have the time.

The vintage
pin-up girls at
Hula spoil you
with chocolate
wax & gold
sparkles

Tan. Nails. Lashes. The holy trinity
of beauty, all expertly catered
for at Hula.
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WHEN YOU
WANT TO TREAT
YOURSELF
INSIDER TIP # 11

78
ROSEWOOD LONDON HOTEL & SPA
Feel your worries and stress melt away
amid bamboo walled surroundings
at this tranquil oasis. Something of a
‘restorative hideaway’ from the manic
pace of modern city life, the spa day
treatment with champagne afternoon
tea offers total rejuvenation and a
touch of luxury.

There’s even a couples’ suite for your
own private facilities if you’re visiting
with your other half. Also, a particular
favourite among patrons is the ‘face
and back experience’ involving 90
minutes of massage and a facial
from one of their skilled therapists.
Revitalise your body, mind and spirit.
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THE NED

'The Crash Pad',
the smallest
room on offer,
is available to
under-30s for a
discounted rate

This is Soho House & Co’s latest
London residence. The Ned’s
subterranean, pink marble-clad Cowshed
spa offers members a safe retreat within
the Square Mile. It sports all the cool,
creative and sophisticated elements
of its older siblings elsewhere in town,
but with an added transatlantic feel
brought by the New York style delis
and Californian inspired eateries. It’s
still inherently British though – the
vault now housing a swanky bar was
used in the 1964 Bond film ‘Goldfinger’.
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BANKS

HOSPITALS

BARCLAYS

ST BARTHOLOMEW’S

89 Charterhouse St, London EC1M 6PE
0345 734 5345

West Smithfield, EC1A 7BE
020 7377 7000
bartshealth.nhs.uk

NATWEST
134 Aldersgate Street, EC1A 4JA
0345 788 8444

CHEMISTS

98 St. Paul’s Churchyard, EC4M 8BU
0345 788 8444

ROWLANDS PHARMACY
16 Exmouth Market, Clerkenwell,
London EC1R 4QE
020 7837 2252
rowlandspharmacy.co.uk

TSB
69 Old Street, EC1V 9JB
020 8790 9996

HANDY

BOOTS

RBS

25-27 Farringdon Road, EC1M 3HA
020 7242 1662
boots.com

9-13 Paternoster Row, EC4M 7EJ
020 7477 2454
HALIFAX

BOOTS

134-136 Cheapside, EC2V 6BJ
020 7599 0518

1 Paternoster Row, EC4M 7DX
020 7236 6181
boots.com

DOCTORS

PHARMICA
55 St John Street, EC1M 4AN
020 7112 9014
pharmica.co.uk

THE NEAMAN PRACTICE
15 Half Moon Court, EC1A 7HF
020 7600 9740
theneamanpractice.nhs.uk

POST OFFICE

DENTISTS

39 – 41 Farringdon Road, EC1M 3JB
0345 774 0740
postoffice.co.uk

BARBCIAN DENTAL PRACTICE
1 Wood Street, EC2Y 8BH
020 7638 8200
barbicandentist.co.uk
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SUPERMARKETS

BICYCLE REPAIR

GYMS

BUTCHERS

TESCO EXPRESS

LOOK MUM NO HANDS

GYMBOX FARRINGDON

TURNER & GEORGE

131 Aldersgate Street, EC1A 4JQ
0345 671 9280
tesco.com

49 Old St, London EC1V 9HX
020 7253 1025
lookmumnohands.com

12 Leather Lane, EC1N 7SS
020 3872 5870
newfarringdon.gymbox.com

399 St John Street, EC1V 4LD
020 7837 1781
turnerandgeorge.co.uk

WAITROSE

UNDERGROUND

174 St John St, Clerkenwell,
London, EC1V 4DE
020 7253 1971
waitrose.com

BARBICAN
Aldersgate St, EC1A 4JA
0343 222 1234
tfl.gov.uk

SAINSBURYS LOCAL
91-93 St John Street, EC1M 4NU
020 7599 1320
sainsburys.co.uk

FARRINGDON
Cowcross Street, EC1M 6BY
tfl.gov.uk

DRY CLEANERS
& LAUNDERETTES

ST PAUL’S
1 Cheapside, EC1M 8 AD
0343 222 1234
tfl.gov.uk

WHISTLE DRY CLEANERS
53 Long Lane, EC1A 9EJ
020 7726 8243

PARKS

CITYCLEAN

POSTMAN’S PARK

24 Goswell Road, EC1M 7AA
020 7253 5420
citycleanbarbican.co.uk

St Martin’s Le Grand, EC1A
CLOISTER GARDEN
St John’s Square, EC1M 4DA

USEFUL TRADES

WEST SMITHFIELD
ROTUNDA GARDEN

THATS SHOE BUSINESS

West Smithfield, EC1A 9DS

73 Leather Ln, London EC1N 7TJ
020 7831 9883

CHRISTCHURCH
GREYFRIARS GARDEN

TIMPSON LOCKSMITH’S

VIRGIN ACTIVE BARBICAN

THE QUALITY CHOP HOUSE

97 Aldersgate Street, EC1A 4JP
020 3797 2746
virginactive.co.uk

88-94 Farringdon Road, EC1R 3EA
020 7278 1452
thequalitychophouse.com

VIRGIN ACTIVE 200 ALDERSGATE

SMITHFIELD BUTCHERS

200 Aldersgate Street, EC1A 4HD
020 7710 6160
virginactive.co.uk

23 Smithfield Street, EC1A 9LF
020 7236 2425
smithfieldbutchers.co.uk

PUREGYM

BAKERS

20 Little Britain, EC1A 7DH
0344 477 0005
puregym.com

GAIL’S ARTISAN BAKERS
33-35 Exmouth Market, EC1R 4QL
020 7713 6550
gailsbread.co.uk

FITNESS FIRST
Paternoster Square, EC4M 7DW
0344 571 2915
fitnessfirst.co.uk

KONDITOR & COOK
46 Gray’s Inn Road, WC1X 8LR
020 7633 3333
konditorandcook.com

SANTANDER CYCLE
WEST SMITHFIELD ROTUNDA

BEA’S CAKE BOUTIQUE

57A W Smithfield, London EC1A 9DS

43 Cowcross Street, EC1M 6BY
020 7242 8330
beas.london

MUSEUM OF LONDON
Rotunda, London EC1A

LE PAIN QUOTIDIEN

ALDERSGATE STREET

65 Clerkenwell Road, EC1R 5BL
020 3657 6900
lepainquotidien.co.uk

128 Aldersgate St, London EC1A 4JQ

King Edward St, EC1A 7BA

41 Cowcross St, London EC1M 6BY
020 3538 5731
54

55

WALK

PLACES TO
GO, PEOPLE
TO SEE
NEAREST TUBE:
BARBICAN 

Though it will take you a while,
if you do finally exhaust all that
your immediate area has to offer
Smithfield is also blessed with
incredible transport links. The Tube,
Thameslink and imminent arrival of
Farringdon Crossrail station mean
you’re well connected to the rest
of the Capital, the country and even
the rest of the world (Heathrow
is only 37 minutes away).

TUBE TIMES

FARRINGDON CROSSRAIL†

1 MIN

NEAREST CROSSRAIL:
FARRINGDON

1 MIN

NEAREST CAR PARKING:
ALDERSGATE NCP

1 MIN

NEAREST SANTANDER CYCLES:
ALDERSGATE STREET 
2 MINS

3 MINS

BARBICAN

2 MINS

KING’S CROSS

4 MINS

FARRINGDON STATION

2 MINS

BLACKFRIARS

7 MINS

ST PAUL’S

5 MINS

BANK

8 MINS

CITY THAMESLINK

5 MINS

OXFORD CIRCUS

16 MINS

GREEN PARK

16 MINS

PADDINGTON

16 MINS

BOND STREET

18 MINS

SOUTH KENSINGTON

27 MINS

2 MINS

NEAREST NATIONAL RAIL:
FARRINGDON
2 MINS

LIVERPOOL STREET

CROSSRAIL†
LIVERPOOL STATION

2 MINS

CANARY WHARF

8 MINS

BOND STREET

9 MINS

STRATFORD

10 MINS

PADDINGTON 

12 MINS

HEATHROW

37 MINS

Walk times taken from walkit.com. Crossrail times taken from crossrail.co.uk.
Tube times taken from tfl.gov.uk. † Crossrail station due for completion 2018.
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PAMPER
71	Virgin Active Classic
72	Whites Of
Whitecross
73 Barber Streissand
74 Gun Club
75 The Klinik
76 MacCarthy
77 Hula Nails
78	Rosewood London
Hotel & Spa
79 The Ned

76

D
L R OA
N W EL

CULTURE
62 St Paul’s Cathedral
63	Museum Of The
Order of St John
64 Museum of London
65 St Bride Foundation
66 The Barbican Centre
67 Craft Central
68	Clerkenwell
Design Week
69	The Goldsmiths’
Centre
70 Frameless Gallery

44

L RO W

40

15

77

21

58

34

32

74

12

EE T

B U N HIL

AD

68

61

STR

CITY ROAD

RO

58

N

Urban Golf
Bounce
Karaoke Box
Barbican Cinema
Sadler's Wells
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PLAY

Susannah Hall
One New Change
London Rocks
Leadenhall Market
Vitra Showroom
Mosa.
Magma
Domus Showroom
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N

27 Fox & Anchor
28 The Old Red Cow
29 The Hand & Shears
30 St Bart’s Brewery
31 The Eagle
32 Three Kings
33 The Well
34 The Dovetail
35 Craft Beer Co.
36 The Crown Tavern
37 The Bishops Finger
38 The Rising Sun
39 The Gunmakers
40 The Green
41 Searcy’s At Osteria
42 Oriole Bar
43 Vinoteca
44	The Zetter
Townhouse
45 Madison
46	The Jerusalem
Tavern
47 The Wilmington
48 Ye Old Mitre

O

1 Sosharu
2 Osteria
3	Hix Oyster
& Chop House
4 Comptoir Gascon
5 Hawksmoor
6 Smiths Of Smithfield
7 Burger & Lobster
8 Iberica
9 Polpo
10 Apulia
11 Morito
12 Granger & Co
13	The Grill on
the Market
14 Bread Street Kitchen
15 The Artisan
16 St John
17 Leather Lane Market
18 Exmouth Market
19 Kin
20 Whitecross Market
21	Look Mum
No Hands
22 Prufrock
23 Clerkenwell Grind
24	Department
of Coffee &
Social Affairs
25 Fix Coffee
26 Ask For Janice
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SECRET
A HISTORIC LONDON
ENCL AVE HIDDEN IN
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